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MONTANA POPULATION UP 
MISSOULA—
Recently released population estimates show Montana's population has 
grown about 5 percent in a four-year period, according to a University of 
Montana research office.
The estimates, jointly prepared by the UM Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research and the U.S. Bureau of the Census, are provisional estimates as of 
July 1, 1984. Revised estimates will be released later in the summer.
According to the published report, Montana's population has increased 4.8 
percent since the 1980 Census, from 786,690 to 824,000. Among Montana's 
seven largest counties, population increases were noted in all but one 
county, and their ranking changed only slightly.
Yellowstone County is still the largest Montana county, with a population 
of 118,700 in 1984. The other most populated counties include Cascade, 
81,800; Missoula, 76,500; Flathead, 53,900; Gallatin, 47,600; Lewis and 
Clark, 45,800; and Silver Bow, 35,200.
Since 1980, Gallatin County moved up one notch and became the fifth 
largest county in 1984, while Lewis and Clark dropped down from fifth to 
sixth place.
Six of the seven largest counties posted population increases since 




Both Missoula and Cascade counties' populations increased, but just 
barely. Missoula County's population went up .6 percent, while Cascade 
County showed an increase of 1.4 percent since the 1980 Census was taken.
The other population increases included Yellowstone County at 9.9 
percent; Flathead, 3.7 percent; Gallatin, 11.0 percent; and Lewis and Clark, 
6.3 percent.
